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nation in advancing the frontiers of discovery,
and allow us to solve the most pressing prob-
lems of our time.
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CONGRATULATING THE ROCH-
ESTER HOST LIONS CLUB ON ITS
80TH ANNIVERSARY, AUGUST 30,
2001

HON. LOUISE McINTOSH SLAUGHTER
OF NEW YORK

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, September 5, 2001

Ms. SLAUGHTER. Mr. Speaker, recognizing
that the Rochester Host Lions Club is part of
the Lions Club International, which was found-
ed in Chicago, Illinois in 1917; and acknowl-
edging the Rochester Host Lions Club, char-
tered on September 2, 1921, is the oldest
Lions Club in New York State;

Recognizing that the Rochester Host Lions
Club’s dedication to serving those in need has
made a measurable impact on the community,
by contributing to the betterment of the City of
Rochester, its surrounding areas, and New
York State;

Recognizing the Rochester Host Lions
Club’s significant efforts in serving persons
who are visually, hearing, and handicapped
impaired, including SightFirst, the world’s larg-
est blindness prevention program; and ac-
knowledging the Lions’ efforts to establish the
first eye bank in the United States;

Recognizing the Rochester Host Lions
Club’s many other community service efforts,
including purchasing glasses for the needy,
volunteering for the Salvation Army Christmas
collection, hosting fundraising events for var-
ious community service organizations, and
contributing funding to shelters, youth centers,
community groups, and substance abuse
treatment centers;

Urging the Rochester Host Lions Club to
continue its exemplary public service to the
community, as evidenced by its current fund-
raising work to expand its school-based health
clinic program to include a dental and eye
care facility;

Recognizing that members and friends of
the Rochester Host Lions Club have come to-
gether this evening, August 30, 2001, to com-
memorate this important day in the Lions
Club’s history, its 80th Anniversary;

Resolved that I, Rep. Louise M. Slaughter,
congratulate the Rochester Host Lions Club
on its 80th Anniversary; and resolved that this
proclamation will be submitted into the CON-
GRESSIONAL RECORD.
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SECURING AMERICA’S FUTURE
ENERGY ACT OF 2001

SPEECH OF

HON. JAMES R. LANGEVIN
OF RHODE ISLAND

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, August 1, 2001

The House in Committee of the Whole
House on the State of the Union had under
consideration the bill. (H.R. 4) to enhance
energy conservation, research and develop-
ment and to provide for security and diver-
sity in the energy supply for the American
people, and for other purposes.

Mr. LANGEVIN. Mr. Chairman, I rise today
in opposition to H.R. 4, the Securing Amer-
ica’s Future Energy (SAFE) Act, and urge my
colleagues to vote against this legislation.

The growth of the U.S. economy over the
last decade has significantly increased our na-
tion’s need for energy. Maintaining a reliable
and affordable supply of power is essential to
American businesses and consumers, and we
must take precautions to ensure that our
economy is not stalled due to blackouts or
prohibitively high energy costs. Our nation’s
energy policy should guarantee access to af-
fordable power, encourage conservation ef-
forts, and pursue increased use of environ-
mentally responsible and renewable sources
of energy. While I applaud the House’s effort
to address our nation’s energy needs, I am
greatly troubled by some of the provisions of
the SAFE Act.

H.R. 4 permits energy exploration in the
Arctic National Wildlife Refuge (ANWR), which
I strongly oppose, as drilling in this environ-
mentally fragile area would have a harmful im-
pact on its diverse array of animal and bird
species. I am greatly disappointed by this de-
structive provision, and believe we must pro-
tect Alaskan wilderness by continuing the cur-
rent moratorium on drilling in ANWR.

The SAFE Act also misses a prime oppor-
tunity to decrease oil consumption by increas-
ing corporate average fuel economy (CAFE)
standards for our nation’s vehicles. I support
the amendment offered by the gentleman from
New York (Mr. BOEHLERT) to require sport util-
ity vehicles (SUV’s) to meet the fuel efficiency
requirements of passenger vehicles, rather
than adhere to the current light trucks stand-
ard. Closing this ‘‘SUV loophole’’ could reduce
U.S. daily oil consumption by 1 million bar-
rels—the approximate daily estimated oil yield
from the Arctic National Wildlife Refuge.

I am also disturbed that the bill provides
such extensive tax breaks to the oil and gas
industry. Though the energy sector is reporting
record profits, H.R. 4 offers billions of dollars
in tax deductions for oil and gas activities.
This provision is particularly egregious in light
of the recently passed $1.35 trillion tax cut
that now endangers our federal surplus. Addi-
tionally, the bill further threatens our dwindling
surplus by repealing existing fuel taxes for rail-
road and inland waterway transportation.

Again, I appreciate the efforts of many of
my colleagues to address our nation’s energy
needs, but I have significant reservations with
some of the priorities of H.R. 4, and hope that
we will be able to address some of these con-
cerns in the near future.
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PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. JULIA CARSON
OF INDIANA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, September 5, 2001

Ms. CARSON. Mr. Speaker, due to a field
hearing of the Subcommittee on Oversight and
Investigations of the Committee on Veterans
Affairs being held in my district, I shall be un-
avoidably absent for today.

HONORING THE CAREER OF DR.
ROBERT BYERS, M.D.

HON. KEN BENTSEN
OF TEXAS

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, September 5, 2001

Mr. BENTSEN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
recognize the long and decorated career of
Dr. Robert Maxwell Byers. The oldest son of
Dr. John Maxwell Byers and Charlotte Win-
chester Byers, Robert has spent more than 30
years at the M.D. Anderson Cancer Center, in
Houston, Texas.

Dr. Byers grew up in the small town of
Elkton, Maryland. An athletic teen who ex-
celled in baseball, basketball, and track, Rob-
ert continued his athletic participation at Duke
University, where he studied pre-Med. In
1959, he entered the University of Maryland
Medical School in Baltimore where he excelled
in his academic studies and received member-
ship to the AOA and the Rush Honor Medical
Society. In 1961, he married his high school
sweetheart, Marcia Davis.

During his third year of Medical School,
Robert was commissioned an Ensign in the
United States Naval Reserve, and later rose to
the rank of Captain in 1986. In 1963, Dr.
Byers began his general surgical residency at
the University Hospital in Baltimore, Maryland.
Five years later, he left for the Republic of
Vietnam, as a fully trained general surgeon,
with the 1st Marine Division. He received a
unit commendation medal and combat action
ribbon for his service in Vietnam. In 1969, he
was certified by the American Board of Sur-
gery. The following year, after his discharge
from the Navy, he moved his family to Hous-
ton, Texas.

In Houston, Dr. Byers began a fellowship in
Surgical Oncology at the University of Texas
M.D. Anderson Cancer Center. This was the
decision that molded his career in Head and
Neck Surgical Oncology. Over the past thirty
years at the M.D. Anderson Cancer Center,
Dr. Byers climbed the ranks to Professor and
Surgeon. His career has been decorated with
many awards and honors. He was honored
with the distinguished Alano J. Ballantyne,
Chair of Head and Neck Surgery in 1998, and
was selected to give the Hayes Martin Memo-
rial Lecture at the 5th International Conference
on Head and Neck Cancer. Dr. Byers has au-
thored or co-authored more than 200 works,
including published papers, book chapters,
and monographs. Throughout his time at M.D.
Anderson he has contributed to the education
of more than 300 residents, who are now be-
coming the future leaders of this field of health
care.

In addition to his professional work, Dr.
Byers has played an active role in the Hous-
ton community. With four sons, MacGregor,
Robby, Matthew, and John, he was actively in-
volved in coaching Little League and basket-
ball. All of us in the greater Houston area
have benefited from Dr. Byers’ dedication and
commitment to the medical field and his fam-
ily.

Mr. Speaker, Dr. Robert Maxwell Byers is a
Veteran, a doctor, a father, a community activ-
ist, and a man whose commitment to the pub-
lic good sets a model for future generations to
follow. I applaud the long and accomplished
career of Dr. Robert Maxwell Byers and wish
him continued success in future endeavors.
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GROUND ZERO

HON. ELEANOR HOLMES NORTON
OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, September 5, 2001

Ms. NORTON. Mr. Speaker, I commend to
the attention of members an article from
Washingtonian Magazine, December 2001,
entitled ‘‘Ground Zero.’’ Harry Jaffe deserves
credit for his early focus on the burial of muni-
tions and toxic chemicals in the District of Co-
lumbia’s Spring Valley community and on the
government’s non-disclosure of information to
the D.C. government and its residents.

As a result of Mr. Jaffe’s work, other media
reports and our own investigation, the D.C.
Subcomittee held hearings on July 27, and
asked the General Accounting Office to con-
duct a full-scale investigation of the Spring
Valley site as well as others in the city, where
munitions or chemicals might have been dis-
carded.

[From the Washingtonian Magazine, Dec.
2001]

GROUND ZERO

(By Harry Jaffe)
Rick Feeney was cutting the grass one day

in 1992 when he heard his black retriever,
Kerry, yelping and whining in the construc-
tion site next to his home on Glenbrook
Road in DC’s Spring Valley. He looked over
to see the dog in the freshly dug earth, shak-
ing her head, liquid coming from her eyes
and mouth. When Feeney went to help, his
own eyes started to water, the skin on his
arms started to sting, and a bitter taste
filled his mouth.

‘‘Feels a lot like I’ve been gassed,’’ Feeney
thought, recalling his training in the Navy,
when he had walked through clouds of tear
gas. He went home and hosed off himself and
his dog. But every time he mowed his lawn,
his eyes watered and his nose ran. Finally
the hole was covered over and the house
completed—now the home of American Uni-
versity president Benjamin Ladner.

A few months later, on January 5, 1993,
construction workers digging trenches for
new houses in Spring Valley a half mile
northwest of Feeney’s home unearthed what
looked like rusted bombs. In a matter of
hours, Army bomb-removal units arrived by
helicopter from Aberdeen Proving Ground in
Maryland. With gas masks on their hips,
they determined that the canisters were
World War I-era chemical mortar rounds and
75-millimeter shells. Some were live and
might contain mustard gas, a lethal chem-
ical that caused blindness, skin blisters, and
internal and external bleeding in 400,000
World War I soldiers.

Nan Whalen, who lives near the trench,
was at home when an acquaintance phoned.
‘‘My God, Nan, what’s going on in your
neighborhood?’’ asked the caller from her
car. She had been invited to a dinner party
at Vice President Dan Quayle’s home on the
Naval Observatory grounds and had just
heard that it might be canceled. The Army
was worried that a live shell might detonate
and send a gas cloud drifting over the vice
president’s house.

The first night the Army held a meeting
for the community at a church on Westmore-
land Circle. Officers told worried residents
that the bombs had been left by soldiers who
had used the area to produce and test chem-
ical weapons in 1918. They assured residents
that everything would be taken care of.

Rick Feeney stopped an Army officer on
the way out and told him about his reaction

to the fumes from the property on Glenbrook
Road.

‘I assumed it was tear gas,’ he told the offi-
cer, ‘‘or something that made you feel that
you had been gassed.’’ The officer turned to
an aide. ‘‘Make sure we take a look at this,’’
he said. The Army never contacted Feeney, a
writer and event manager who works at
home. If it checked out his tory, he never
knew about it.

Through the rest of 1993 and into 1994, the
Army recovered 141 munitions, including 42
poison-gas shells. In stages, officials evacu-
ated 72 homes in the zone around the bomb
pit while soldiers searched for buried muni-
tions; in 1994, 130 families were asked to
move out, mostly during weekdays, while
bomb specialists searched for more ordnance.

In 1995 the Army Corps of Engineers issued
a report describing its explorations and exca-
vations. In sum, it said it had completed its
work; Spring Valley was safe. The situation
there required ‘‘no further action.’’

Five years later, that seems far from true.
Scientist and engineers have determined
that the Army missed a number of pits con-
taining buried munitions and toxic chemi-
cals. The search for bomb pits and contami-
nated soil and water is under way once
again. Prodded by DC environmental sci-
entists, the Army Corps of Engineers
launched a fresh operation to find and re-
move hazardous materials from the area. So
far it has unearthed twice as many muni-
tions as were found in 1993. Evidence of more
toxic chemicals is mounting.

Documents reviewed under the freedom of
Information Act and interviews with inves-
tigators and scientists reveal that:

—The Army plans to evacuate two build-
ings at American University and five houses
early next year while it excavates what is
believed to be a disposal site for laboratories
that produced lethal munitions.

—The Army has found high levels of ar-
senic in a part of Spring Valley once called
‘‘Arsenic Valley’’ because of its proximity to
a lab that used arsenic in making chemical
munitions. Rick Feeney’s home lies in its
center. Within its borders are a childcare
center on AU campus and multimillion-dol-
lar mansions on Indian Lane. The federal
government lists arsenic, a poisonous heavy
metal, as the most hazardous on its toxic-
substance list. Health officials have warned
people in Spring Valley against eating food
grown in their gardens.

—Theodore J. Gordon, chief operating offi-
cer for DC’s Department of Health, has asked
the Corps to ensure that the groundwater in
Spring Valley is clear of toxic chemicals, es-
pecially arsenic. Some of Spring Valley’s
groundwater drains towards Dalecarlia Res-
ervoir, which supplies water to DC. Is there
arsenic on the bottom of the reservoir?
‘‘That’s a possibility’’, Gordon says.

—Two people who lived in houses built
over a 1918 training trench used to test
chemical weapons contracted aplastic ane-
mia, a blood disorder that occurs when the
bone marrow stops making enough healthy
blood cells. The cause of the disease is un-
known, but environmental toxins are sus-
pected.

—According to internal documents and
interviews with investigators, five federal
agencies, led by the EPA and including the
FBI, are investigating whether ‘‘criminal
false statements’’ contributed to the Corps’
determination in 1995 that ‘‘no further ac-
tion’’ was necessary.

While Spring Valley residents learned in
1993 that their neighborhood was built on top
of a chemical-weapons proving ground, docu-
ments show that American University and
the Army knew at least in 1986 that there
were ‘‘possible burial sites,’’ according to
documents filed in lawsuits and reports ob-

tained through FOIA. American University
knew as early as 1921, when a campus publi-
cation referred to buried weapons on campus.

Lawsuits have been filed in the case.
Former district judge Stanley Sporkin ruled
in 1997 that the Army had a ‘‘duty to warn’’
people about the buried bombs: ‘‘The Army
in this case created the hazard and literally
‘coverd it up,’ ’’ Sporkin wrote in ruling on a
lawsuit filed against the Army by a devel-
oper in 1996. The Spring Valley investigation
is more than a story about buried munitions;
it’s also about buried intentions and hidden
agendas. At critical junctures a community’s
health and welfare appear to have been sac-
rificed for bureaucratic infighting and con-
cerns about public image. And the people of
Spring Valley have been in conflict over
whether to protect their property values or
to actively investigate potential risks. There
is now no hard evidence of cancer clusters in
Spring Valley, but there’s’s no question that
the health risks deserved scientific scrutiny
years ago. Says Kenneth Schuster, a US En-
vironmental Protection Agency scientist in-
vestigating Spring Valley: There is an indi-
cation of high incidence of cancer and rare
blood diseases. Are they related to the buried
munitions? We don’t know, but I’m pushing
for an epidemiological study.

‘‘There a lot of unfinished business in
Spring Valley.’’
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TRIBUTE TO JUDGE AVIVA K.
BOBB

HON. HOWARD L. BERMAN
OF CALIFORNIA

HON. BRAD SHERMAN
OF CALIFORNIA

HON. HENRY A. WAXMAN
CALIFORNIA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, September 5, 2001

Mr. BERMAN. Mr. Speaker, we rise today to
pay tribute to an exceptional individual and
good friend, Judge Aviva K. Bobb, Supervising
Judge of the Family Law Department of the
Los Angeles County Superior Court. Judge
Bobb will be honored on September 29, 2001
with the Levitt & Quinn Family Law Center
Award for Outstanding Community Service.

Judge Bobb has served in the Los Angeles
Superior Court since 1994. She previously
served for 14 years in the Los Angeles Munic-
ipal Court where she was the presiding, as-
sistant presiding, and supervising judge. Be-
fore appointment to the bench, she served as
the Executive Director of the San Fernando
Valley Neighborhood Association and as the
Executive Director of the Legal Aid Foundation
of Los Angeles. She is a graduate of Boalt
Hall School of Law.

In 2000, she was named to her current post
as Supervising Judge of the Family Law De-
partment, where she has established a na-
tional reputation as an outstanding expert in
how to address problems resulting from di-
vorce and child custody questions.

In addition to her distinguished career on
the bench, Judge Bobb is a member of the Ju-
dicial Council of California, where she served
on the Court Technology Advisory Committee
and the Task Force on Trial Court Employees.
Judge Bobb has also generously given her
time, energy and resources to numerous com-
mittees of the Los Angeles County Bar Asso-
ciation, and presently is a member of the
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